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favourably disposed towards Hitler's demand, and only
refused it on the grounds that his conscience and his
duty to the Fatherland did not permit him to relinquish the
whole Government exclusively to the National Socialist
movement.
The effect of this communique was flatly crushing. The
S.A., which was concentrated more and more in Berlin, had
hoped that on this day Hitler would be Chancellor and give
them the free run of the streets for murder and plundering.
A large proportion of the associates of the Party, those who
had voted for Hitler on the 3ist July because they believed
it was his hour, now wavered in their belief. As had been
the case with the Social Democrats, a rapid falling off of
votes was clearly seen in all the succeeding provincial and
municipal elections.
The full force of Hitler's rage against Papen over the
Hindenburg affair, and over the death sentences at Beuthen,
was expressed in a tirade brimming over with hate which
he addressed to the National Socialists on I5th August.
To quote his words : e Fellow Germans ! Whoever among
you appreciates what is meant by the struggle for the honour
and freedom of the nation will understand the reason for my
refusal to enter this Government. Justice such as is dis-
pensed by Herr von Papen will perhaps end in condemning
thousands of National Socialists to death. Was it thought
that I would lend my name to gloss over this insensate
action, this challenge to the whole nation ? You have made
a mistake, my fine gentlemen ! Now I know your " bloody
impartiality ", Herr von Papen ! I desire victory for a
national Germany, and annihilation for its Marxist des-
troyers and criminals ! But to be the executioner of the
warriors of national freedom is no job for me ! Herr von
Papen may quietly set up his Bloody Assize over us, but the
power of our national uprising will make an end of this
system as surely as we shall abolish Marxism, ia spite of such
attempts to save it.'
Hitler's intercession in favour of the Potempa murderers
brought in its train a further loss of votes, but the flight from
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